
 
 

The New Deal in Bergen County 
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Magister Guderian 
 
 
This extra credit assignment is based on the legacy of the New Deal in Bergen County.   
 
1. A town-by-town list of known or suspected New Deal projects is found here: 
 

http://historyisaverb.wordpress.com/ 
 

(N.B. Additions or corrections to this blog will be greatly appreciated, and richly rewarded!) 
 
2. Create a folder (on paper, or on your computer) for each New Deal project you choose.  You 
may pick as many as three, but each must have its own folder. 
 
3. Within the folder, organize your work under three headings.  All are required, but how much 
time you put into each is largely up to you. 
 
The three headings are:  Investigation, Description and Evaluation. 
 
 

Investigation 
 
4. This is where you keep records of your research, including activities such as site visits to the 
New Deal project itself, library visits, and interviews which you conduct of employees, residents, 
visitors or community leaders.   
 
5. Put in the folder any photographs, photocopies, notes of site visits, research trips, interviews, 
etc.  Separately, keep a one-page record of the dates on which you engaged in these activities. 
 
 

Description 
 
6. Under this heading, assemble all the factual information you are able to gather about your 
New Deal project from personal observation, reading and interviews. 
 



7. This may include information such as: 
 
 What is the precise location of the project? 
 What is the size (dimensions; area covered) of the project? 
 Is the project accessible and easy to view? 
 What were the beginning and end dates of the project? 
 How many people were employed? 
 Who managed the project? 
 How much did the project cost and how was it funded? 
 Who is now responsible for maintenance or upkeep? 
 What is the current condition of the project? 
 Is the project affected or threatened by pollution, development or neglect? 
 Has restoration work been done?   
 Is cleaning or restoration work needed? 
 
8. You need not try to answer all of these questions.  Some may have no answers, and there may 
be others not on the list you can answer.  Try to find answers to at least three such questions.  
Use this list as a guide. 
 
 

Evaluation 
 
9. This is your assessment of the project’s significance, then and now.  For example: 
 
 Is the project still used, useful or appreciated today?   
 Do people in the community know about it?  If so, how do they respond to or identify with 

it? 
 Could one draw conclusions from the project about the community where it is found? 
 How does the project evoke life during the Great Depression? 
 Do you think that the work is (or was) appropriate to its environment? 
 What (if anything) about the work might have been controversial in the 1930s?   
 What (if anything) might be controversial today? 
 Were the benefits of this project worth the cost?  Why or why not? 
 Would a job-creation program like the one which produced this project be effective today?   
 
10. Other questions may occur to you.  Make a selection of at least two of the above questions, 
or others like them, to which you can write a thoughtful response.   
 
 
11. Under both the Description and Evaluation headings, prepare a separate Word 
document (double spaced) in question-and-answer format. 
 
12. The quantity and quality of your submission will determine its effect on your final grade for 
the course. 
 
13. Submit the completed folder(s) no later than May 31, 2011.   
 
 


